
Alfred and Karen Kochanowski have a deep passion for both children and music. After 
attending a Legacy Giving presentation at their church, they were inspired to establish a 
planned gift to support this passion through the Dunes Music Education Fund. 

The Dunes Music Education Fund provides lessons across various disciplines, including 
voice, piano, pipe organ, and multiple instruments, guiding students in exploring traditional 
Christian and classical melodies. Students begin by committing to a six-week series of 
lessons, and then they can be invited to continue lessons based upon the commitment 
demonstrated. These lessons culminate in a recital. The latest performance featured 
thirteen talented students. 

Scholarships are available for those who may find it challenging to afford lessons, with funds 
designated to compensate instructors. As they embark on their third season, over 700 
lessons have already been provided. Generous donations have contributed more than 
$26,000 to date. 

The church continues their tradition of being connected to their community by offering 
these students practice and lesson spaces, instruments, and a warm environment for 
recitals. Rev. Lou Grettenberger shared “This program has inspired students to experience 
the joy of music and worship as well as bringing our whole congregation an opportunity to 
support the youth of our community. We are so proud to offer this gift on behalf of Christ and 
Christ’s church.” 

Thanks to the legacy gift established by the Kochanowski’s and the support of their church, 
this program is poised to continue flourishing well into the future. 

Legacy giving, often referred to as planned giving, encompasses charitable contributions 
derived from estate plans. These gifts may include bequests, charitable trusts, life insurance 
proceeds, and retirement account designations. Typically, legacy gifts surpass regular 
donations and may offer tax benefits to the donor's estate. 

Creating legacy is significant. It allows you to uplift individuals and causes that align with 
your values and faith. A legacy gift embodies your principles, fosters the relationships you 
have cultivated, and highlights the impact you have made on the world. 

Are you curious about how legacy giving can fit into your estate plan? Contact us today to 
learn more. 
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